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lə"ʷəŋən Territory (Victoria, B.C.) — NIȽ TU,O Child and Family Services (NIȽ TU,O), in 

partnership with the Indigenous Law Research Unit (ILRU), is excited to launch a new Toolkit 

on Child and Caregiver Nurturance and Safety centred on Coast Salish knowledge and law.  

 

The Toolkit hopes to educate and empower families, children, service providers, and agencies 

to have a better understanding of how to be in supportive community while respecting and 

honouring Salish law.  

 

The full Toolkit includes: 

 

1) A six-unit, 72-page Toolkit that covers topics ranging from Indigenous law, Coast Salish 

Worldviews and storywork, a timeline of social work and colonialism, and FAQs on 

commonly held stereotypes;  

 

2) A Casebook of stories from seven Salish nations and communities;  

 

3) Two activity books: One for high school aged youth and adults and one for elementary 

school aged children. The activities range from word searches and colouring pages in 

the languages of the nations and communities involved to more in-depth activities 

involving storywork, thinking about law, and erasure poetry.  

 

Leslie-Ann Paige, Executive Manager at NIȽ TU,O, who spearheaded the project four years ago, 

says the Toolkit is a step towards the paradigm shift that is necessary in the world of child 

welfare in B.C. and beyond. 

 

“We’ve seen new legislation and structures being created in the field of child welfare that are 

trying to address the historical and contemporary inequities Indigenous kids and families face 

in the system,” says Paige. “In order to really get to the heart of these issues, we need to be 

ready and willing to look at completely shifting the paradigm. We believe looking to Coast 

Salish law is exactly the place to start that process.” 

 

The choice to use the language of Child and Caregiver Nurturance and Safety was very 

intentional.  
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“The language of ‘child welfare’ is the language of the colonial state. That is not to say that 

Coast Salish people did not have law surrounding the welfare of children and families. To the 

country, this area of law is robust and extensive,” says Tara Williamson, co-Research Director 

at ILRU. “However, the harm caused by child welfare institutions and processes historically and 

currently was something we wanted to distinguish from the work of Indigenous law.”  

 

The use of Coast Salish art from local artists Sarah Jim, Bradley Yuxwelupton Dick, and Doug 

LaFortune makes the Toolkit even more relevant and engaging with stunning bright images 

that reflect specific Salish styles, stories, and laws. Ellen Campbell, a Researcher with ILRU and 

a graphic designer, took special care with the work so that the art forms a vital element of 

the curricular and legal design.   

 

With the successful launch and release of the Toolkit, ILRU and NIȽ TU,O have agreed to 

extend their partnership to continue refining and expanding the resources. Plans for community 

training and workshops are already underway, as are discussions about the development of 

multi-media resources to expand reach and accessibility.  

 

“The thirst for this kind of resource and materials in the field is palpable,” notes Jessica Asch, 

co-Research Director of ILRU, who has been the Project Lead since the Child and Caregiver 

Nurturance and Safety Project’s inception in 2018. “Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities 

want change. NIȽ TU,O should be proud for having the foresight to be a leader in this field, 

and we are proud and happy to be doing the work alongside them.” 

 

All of the materials are freely available for public use and can be found at: https://ilru.ca/toolkit-

centres-salish-laws-on-child-caregiver-nurturance-and-safety/. 

 

Note: The Abridged Casebook is for public use and distribution. A more extensive Casebook 

for community members is available upon request. Please email Toolkit@niltuo.ca for further 

information.  
 

MEDIA CONTACTS: 
 

Leslie-Ann Paige 
NIȽ TU,O 

Toolkit@niltuo.ca 
niltuo.ca 

250-544-1400 ext. 101 
 

Tara Williamson 
ILRU 

taraw@uvic.ca  
ilru.ca 

250-721-6140 


