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DIRECTORS’ NOTE
Val Napoleon (left) and Rebecca Johnson (right)

It has been an extraordinary year. The ongoing pandemic, relentless environmental disasters and
impacts, and a flurry of conflicts around the world have been overwhelming. The current context
has reminded us (at ILRU and as global citizens, generally) to reimagine how we solve problems
together. We are extremely proud of our team, who are part of the work of re-imagining solutions to
contemporary problems in Indigenous law, and for the work they have done in collaboration with our
community partners in the face of these unprecedented times. We want to sincerely thank them for
their hard work and commitment to the revitalization of Indigenous law.
This year has brought some celebrations and changes to ILRU. Val was appointed Interim Dean at the
law school and received the 2021 Indspire Award for Law and Justice. Thinking about the modeling
of this work in the world, and our need to keep up with the increasing demand from communities,
we shifted our leadership model. We are excited to announce that Jessica Asch and Tara Williamson
will be sharing the role of Research Director at ILRU. They, alongside Brooke Edmonds, ILRU’s fearless
Coordinator, are leading discussions on how to re-imagine ILRU’s work and structure for the questions
and challenges of today. In addition, we are excited to announce that Darcy Lindberg has joined ILRU as
an Associate Director.
We also want to take a moment to recognize Simon Owen, who is moving into private practice in
2022. Simon has been with ILRU since 2015, and has helped carry us through the pandemic. Over his
time at ILRU, he has been Project Lead and Senior Researcher on a number of critical Indigenous law
revitalization projects involving lands, water, dispute resolution and governance. His contribution to
ILRU and our work has been immense, and we will sincerely miss him.
We look forward to another year of growth and change, and a year of witnessing the rebuilding and
practice of Indigenous law in the world.
Sincerely,
Val Napoleon, Director and
Rebecca Johnson, Associate Director
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COLLABORATION IN ACTION

Coast Salish Laws Relating to Child and Caregiver
and Nurturance and Safety

Colouring activities from the NIȽ TU,O Activity Book (photo: Jessica Asch)

One of ILRU’s more unique projects is a public
legal education project on Coast Salish Laws
Relating to Child and Caregiver Nurturance
and Safety. This partnership is with NIȽ TU,O
Child and Family Services, which is a Delegated
Aboriginal Agency serving seven Northern
Straits Coast Salish Nations: the W̱SÁNEĆ First
Nations of Tsawout, Tseycum, Pauquachin and
Tsartlip, and the First Nations of Songhees,
SĆIȺNEW (Beecher Bay), and T’Souke. This
project draws from laws, narratives, experiences,
art, and knowledge of these Nations to
promote a shift in child welfare practice today.
The result is a collection of beautifully designed
materials that refocuses the concept of child
welfare from a Coast Salish legal lens. As the title
of the project suggests, this work focuses on the
safety and care of children and their caregivers in
a proactive and responsive way. The toolkit and
accompanying casebook and activity books invite
people of all ages—adults and children alike—to
explore questions of Coast Salish law, worldviews,
story work, and colonialism, including the history of
social work and child welfare in Canada. The hope is
that these materials will provoke conversations and
change understandings, approaches, and systems
within child work practice, and draw people and
communities into the conversation about the role
Indigenous law can and should play today.

2

Following nearly three years of research,
community engagement, and designing we
are now in the piloting and consultation stages
of this project. In September 2021, we joined a
local school to help recognize and honour the
first National Day for Truth and Reconciliation.
Over thirty children and their parents showed
up for two days of after-school activities using
some of the project materials to foster learning
about Lək̓ʷəŋən and W̱SÁNEĆ territories,
stories, art, and place names.
A special thanks to Leslie-Ann Paige, our
partner and collaborator from NIȽ TU,O Child
and Family Services, and all the people we
have engaged with to make this one-of-a-kind
educational resource.

Sara Robinson, Parent and Teacher 
“The after-school activities led by the Indigenous
Law Research Unit at UVic were engaging,
informative, and thoughtfully put together. There
was something for all ages of elementary school
students. The placed-based activities were a
favourite; my son loved the challenging word
search. I look forward to seeing when the activity
book is published!”

Nawendiwin–The Art of Being Related–
Anishinaabeg Kinship-Centred Governance & Family Law
enthusiastic participation by a diverse group
of community members, despite challenges
of working within a new virtual world for
engagement. We are especially grateful to the
youth who made time to speak with us about
what meaningful engagement and practice of
Anishinaabeg law means to them. We also want
to thank Anne Taylor for providing cultural and
emotional support and guidance throughout our
engagement sessions and Elder Shirley Williams
for translating and defining integral concepts,
including Nawendiwin, for us to use in this work.

ILRU’s partnership with Niijkiwendidaa
Anishnaabekwewag Services Circle (NASC) in
Nogojiwanong (Peterborough, Ontario) began
in mid-2019 with funding and support from the
Law Foundation of Ontario.
In January of 2020, the ILRU research team
travelled to Nogojiwanong for introductory
meetings and community workshops. Over
five days, we discussed and practiced the ILRU
methodologies and approaches to working with
Indigenous law, including story analysis with
Anishinaabeg legal resources. Our meetings
were marked by insight from frontline workers,
traditional knowledge keepers, language
speakers and elders. They were also full of
laughter, food, and generative conversations. The
success of our time together was due in no small
part to the incredible effort and organization of
Katelyn Brennan, our community coordinator, as
well as the ongoing support of Delores Lalonde,
the former Executive Director of NASC.

In the end, ILRU was able to deliver a robust
report entitled “Nawendiwin: The Art of
Being Related–Anishinaabeg Kinship-Centred
Governance & Family Law.” This report follows
a similar structure and framework as other
ILRU reports grounded in our methodology
and the application thereof. However, what is
distinct about this report is the framing of rights
and obligations in a way that integrates the
Anishinaabeg Stages of Life/Four Hills of Life
model to realize the ultimate responsibility of
Kobinasowin (the art of raising children).

We are proud to have been part of this important
work and we look forward to witnessing and
supporting its use and application in the NASC
in Nogojiwanong and beyond.

Katelyn Brennan, Community Partner
and Coordinator
“It was an honour to have the opportunity to work
in partnership with UVic’s Indigenous Law Research
Unit. The experience of listening to the many
Anishinaabe stories shared was good medicine
and seeing all the hard work being done is nothing
short of amazing! I’m very eager to utilize the
toolkit that ILRU has created in Nogojiwanong and
to see Community benefit!”

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit in early 2020,
our team transitioned to online focus groups and
interviews. The commitment of the community
to move the work forward was evident by the
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IN THE COMMUNITY

Actions of and for Freedom

Tully Wheel workshop participants (photo: Alex McArdle)

In the fall of 2021, the ILRU team was invited
to be guest facilitators at the Watersheds BC’s
Indigenous Water Champions welcoming event
entitled Honouring the Leader’s Journey. We were
asked to lead an exercise, often referred to as the
“Tully Wheel”, created by Hadley Friedland and Val
Napoleon based on the work of Jim Tully. It was a
meaningful experience for the team, as it was the
first in-person session ILRU has facilitated since the
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020.
Being back in person after a long period of
time was different in a couple of ways. There
were additional logistics that had to be taken
into account such as ensuring that the event
was aligned with provincial pandemic related
policies and protocols. This involved confirming
vaccination status of attendees in compliance
with BC’s Vaccination Passport Program. Although
we were excited to participate, some of us were
surprised about how odd it felt to be physically
around people again after a year and a half of
solely online presentations and workshops. In
being physically together, we were immediately
reminded of how invaluable in-person
interactions are, and how much more connected
we feel when we can share the same space. After
a particularly enjoyable lunch together, we all
agreed that we had not belly laughed like that in
far too long. The richness of being together was
palpable and powerful. We cannot wait for more
opportunities to do this again.
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Facilitating and conducting this in-person
exercise also reminded us of how powerful
this activity is. It was incredible to see how
many diverse and unique perspectives and
thoughts the participants brought to the
table, each informed by that person’s lived
experiences. The discussion was broad and
dynamic and it was interesting to hear all the
different examples raised in relation to the five
main practices of and for freedom identified in
the exercise—staying within the rules; acting
otherwise; negotiating the rules; confrontation;
and communities of practice (turning away)—
and even more so when the discussion turned
to the idea that there is strength in diversity of
action. Successful change often comes when
people and their communities are able to use
all of these approaches strategically and return
to the core goal for direction and guidance.
̓ iƛ̓ətko (Nadia Joe),
̀
Gägala-ƛ
Community Coordinator

“As our Nations and communities work to
implement Indigenous water laws, we are
continually balancing how to both protect and
express the sacred songs, prayers and stories that
inform our laws and governance. Our partnership
with ILRU helped create the necessary protections
for sacred knowledge while also creating safe
and ethical spaces for our knowledge keepers to
share knowledge. The ILRU team made it clear
from the outset that our knowledge keepers were
the experts in the laws of the lands and the focus
of their support was simply ensuring that our
Indigenous Nations are left to do the most critical
work that only we can do: the work of restoring
and re-storying the lands and waters with our
songs, ceremonies, prayers and stories.”

AT ILRU
Sunset over Coast Salish waters (photo: Alex McArdle)

This year at ILRU was a year of reflection and
visioning. In 2012, when ILRU began, it was a
single defined project with a small team and
focus. Since then, ILRU has grown and shifted its
processes from lessons learned and experiences
working alongside our community partners.
Although our work still focuses on the task of
standing up Indigenous law to address the
challenges and needs communities face today,
we know some of those challenges and needs
have changed. Our experiences together have
helped us adapt and transform our approaches
and methods of engagement, as well as reimagine and innovate our processes and final
products. As the demand for training and
support for implementation has increased, we
have responded by developing new, specialized
workshops and presentations.

engagement with Indigenous law looks like, is
not the same as what it was when ILRU launched
its inaugural project all those years ago.

Our role in the broader conversations about
Indigenous law revitalization has deepened
internally at the law school and beyond, with
our team members teaching in the JD and JID/
JD streams, working with the legal profession,
and supporting the learning and application of
similar work around the world. Additionally, the
experience of the pandemic has created new
space for us to consider not just how we do our
work, but how we make it available and engaging
in both online and print forms, and for diverse
audiences. In other words, ILRU is not the same
organization that started nearly a decade ago.
This is no surprise, given that the world, and what

“ILRU is on the cutting edge of assisting
communities in finding creative ways to stand up
their laws in response to complex problems. Their
work shows they are devoted to accessibility and
the implementation of trauma-informed practice,
cultural safety, respectful practices concerning
Indigenous intellectual property, and Indigenous
feminist research methodologies. I am extremely
grateful and fortunate to have collaborated with
ILRU and the communities and organizations they
work with in a variety of ways, and am thankful
for the creativity, curiosity, and passion that these
experiences continue to inspire.”

To address some of these live questions and
evaluate what we have accomplished, the ILRU
team has been undertaking strategic planning
and visioning to reimagine everything from the
structure and governance of ILRU, to its goals and
priorities for community-led collaborative and
critically-engaged research for the next ten years.
We look forward to sharing the results of this work
in the new year, as we continue to plan as a team
and in conversation with our community partners.

Ellen Campbell, Former JD Student, ILRU
Researcher, Independent Contractor,
and Current Articled Student at ILRU
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OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

Over the past year, Jessica
has presented and lectured
in Spanish on Indigenous
legal research at a number
of institutions, including the
Tecnológico de Monterrey
and Universidad San
Carlos de Guatemala.

“Self-Reflection and Trauma-Informed Practice” illustration by Ellen Campbell

In the illustration, Ellen looks up at their
reflection from below the water’s surface while
a sockeye salmon is swimming around their arm
and looking at the viewer. Ellen was inspired
by the words of Myrna McCallum, Hayden
King, and the Secwépemc Story of Salmon Boy
(story can be found in the Secwépemc Lands
and Resources Law Report) to create this
image during the LAW 388A: Indigenous Law:
Research, Method, and Practice course taught
by Jessica Asch and Tara Williamson, in 2020.
Ellen is completing the legal design work for our
upcoming Coast Salish Laws Relating to Child
and Caregiver Nurturance and Safety toolkit.
ILRU will soon be launching the French
translation of our graphic novel, Mikimosis
and the Wetiko. The translations were
completed by Pierrot Ross-Tremblay, Julie
Depelteau, and Innu and Attikamekw students
at the Kiuna Institute in Abenaki territory
(Quebec): Julie Gauthier-André, Yoan Jérôme,
Kanessa Michel, Fanny Niquay, Nikan Ottawa,
Jennifer Savard, and René Lemieux.
Jessica and Tara were invited this year to speak
about Indigenous legal research and practice in
the JID/JD Field Course and Legal Research and
Writing course at the University of Victoria.
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Our Directors, Val and Rebecca,
along with Julianna Alexander,
our community partner and
Secwépemc Elder, and Carolyn
Belleau, former ILRU JID/JD
student, starred in an episode
of RAVEN Trust’s (De)Briefs
podcast in February.

In March, ILRU held two engagement sessions
entitled, “Promoting and Protecting the Artistic,
Cultural and Societal Expressions of Indigenous
People” with artists and scholars from across Canada.
This was in partnership with the Department of
Canadian Heritage and the Canada Council for
the Arts for our project of the same name.
On June 25, 2021, our Director, Val Napoleon,
received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree
from the University of Northern British
Columbia during the 2021 virtual convocation.
During this month, Val also received the 2021
Indspire Award for Law and Justice. The
Awards recognize Indigenous professionals and
youth who demonstrate outstanding career
achievement. They promote self-esteem and
pride for Indigenous communities and provide
outstanding role models for Indigenous youth.
In September 2021, ILRU team members had
the opportunity to join UVic Law in person to
welcome the newest cohorts of students in the
JD/JID joint degree program in Indigenous law and
Common law. The event, held at the First People’s
House on campus, was a chance for new (and new
to campus) students to get to know one another
and the work happening on campus in relation
to Indigenous law. We were honoured to witness
dances by the Cowichan Tribes Tzinquaw Dancers
and share a meal together afterwards.

PROJECTS & WORKSHOPS

Projects
Current Projects
 Articulating Indigenous Human Rights
(Gitxsan and Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in)
 Nlaka’pamux and syilx Laws in and for the
Nicola Watershed

 NIȽ TU,O Child and Caregiver Nurturance
Toolkit

 Secwépemc-kt ell k’weselktnéws-kt (“we
are all Secwépemc and we are all related”):
Secwépemc Citizenship Law
 GroundWork: Revitalizing Indigenous Land
Laws in Treaty 8 Territory
 Tracking Change: The Role of Local and
Traditional Knowledge in Watershed
Governance
 Cowichan Water Laws

 Indigenous Law in the Professional Law
Training Course (PLTC)

 Gender Toolkit (Second Edition)
 Tsilhqot’in Water Laws
Recently Completed Projects
 Nawendiwin–The Art of Being Related–
Anishinaabeg Kinship-Centred Governance
& Family Law
 An Interrupted Intergenerational
Conversation: Indigenous Art and Societal/
Cultural Expressions
 Amagyigyedm gitwaap (“Friendly
Neighbours”): Cooperation and Conflict
Resolution between Nations in the Sm’algyaxSpeaking Legal Traditions
 syilx Water Law in and for the smelqmix

Workshops, Teaching and Presentations
 Pro Bono Students Canada Access to Justice











Panel–Val Napoleon and Tara Williamson,
14 October 2020
Presentation on Indigenous Law for
Ecojustice–Jessica Asch and Val Napoleon,
20 December 2020
Promoting and Protecting the Artistic, Cultural
and Societal Expressions of Indigenous
People engagement–Val Napoleon,
Rebecca Johnson, and Brooke Edmonds
in collaboration with the Department of
Canadian Heritage (PCH) and Canada Council
for the Arts (CCA), March 4 and 25, 2021
What is the Practice of Indigenous Law?
Presentation for JID Field Course–Jessica Asch,
Tara Williamson, Brooke Edmonds, and Alex
McArdle, March 26, 2021
Indigenous Law in the Administrative Law
Context for chairs and heads of Administrative
Tribunals in BC–Jessica Asch, Brooke Edmonds,
and Val Napoleon with Janna Promislow,
April 16, 2021
Bringing Indigenous Law into the Heart of the
Law School Curriculum–Val Napoleon with
Jeremy Webber at Sydney Law School,
April 22, 2021
Indigenous Law Workshop with clerks from
the federal court and court of appeal–
Val Napoleon, April 22, 2021

 Teaching Legal Pluralism panel for
Tecnológico de Monterrey Panel–Jessica Asch,
24 April 2021
 United Nations (UN) Side Event Presentation
with Minister Carolyn Bennett–Val Napoleon,
April 29, 2021

 Secwépemc-kt ell k’weselktnéws-kt









Presentation to Sna7a Council Meeting–
Jessica Asch, Brooke Edmonds, Alex McArdle,
April 29, and June 24, 2021
Indigenous Intellectual Property–Val
Napoleon at Turtle Lodge, May 2, 2021
Keynote on Indigenous Law and Diversity–
Val Napoleon, International Association
of Women Judges, Online/New Zealand,
May 7, 2021
Senate Presentation on United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP)–Val Napoleon, May 10, 2021
La Revitalización de Derecho Indígena:
métodos y practica seminar for the Maestría
en Etnicidad, Etnodesarrollo y Derecho
Indígena program at the Universidad
San Carlos de Guatemala–Jessica Asch,
15 May 2021
Panel on Maneesha Deckha’s book “Animals
as Legal Beings: Contesting Anthropocentric
Legal Orders”–Val Napoleon, May 19, 2021
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 Panel presentation on CCS Charlottetown












Project for University of Alberta–
Val Napoleon, May 19, 2021
Co-presentation on Graphic Narratives–
Val Napoleon and Rebecca Johnson,
May 22, 2021
Panel on Climate Change and Feminism–
Val Napoleon, May 22, 2021
There are many boxes: Indigenous
Intellectual Property (Cornell) International
Librarians Conference keynote for ALBD
National Law Librarians–Val Napoleon,
June 1, 2021
Presentation on “An Interrupted
Intergenerational Conversation: Indigenous
Art and Societal/Cultural Expressions”
Indigenous Intellectual Property project
to federal ministries–Val Napoleon and
Rebecca Johnson, June 2, 2021
Panelist on “We Acknowledge the Land,
Now What?” for Global Toronto Music
Conference–Tara Williamson, June 4, 2021
Moderator of “Navigating Copyrights &
Cultural Sovereignty” for International
Indigenous Music Summit–Tara Williamson,
June 9, 2021
National Indigenous Engagement Session–
Val Napoleon, June 17, 2021
Indigenous Law Workshop with
The Continuing Legal Education Society
of British Columbia (CLEBC)–Val Napoleon,
June 23, 2021

 Teaching Sensitive Topics, University of



















Pole at Lelu Island carved by Ts’msyen artist Phil Gray (photo: courtesy of Phil Gray)
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Winnipeg–Jessica Asch and Tara Williamson,
23 June 2021
Sources of Indigenous Law for incoming 2021
law students at University of Victoria Law–
Jessica Asch, Cheyenne Arnold-Cunningham,
and Brooke Edmonds, Aug 5, 2021
Actions of and for Freedom: the Tully
Wheel Exercise for Indigenous Watershed
Champions (IWC) Welcome Event–Honouring
the Leader’s Journey–Brooke Edmonds,
Rebecca Johnson, Alex McArdle, and Tara
Williamson, Sidney BC, Sept 13, 2021
Panel on Residential School, Responding to
Genocide–Val Napoleon, September 20, 2021
Access to Justice (National) Panel–
Val Napoleon, September 22, 2021
Indigenous Law, First-Year Law Students
presentation at Osgoode Hall Law School–
Val Napoleon, September 24, 2021
Indigenous Law, First-Year Law Students
presentation at University of British
Columbia–Val Napoleon, September 27, 2021
Piloting NIȽ TU,O Activity Book materials at
local school–Jessica Asch, Brooke Edmonds,
Tara Williamson, September 28 and 29, 2021
Panel on Orange Shirt Day at University of
Victoria–Val Napoleon, September 29, 2021
Presentation on Indigenous Legal Practice
for Canadian Bar Association–Val Napoleon,
October 2, 2021
Presentation on UNDRIP and DRIPA for
University of British Columbia–Val Napoleon,
October 7, 2021
Droit des Autochtones–Intro to Indigenous
law revitalization, UNIVERSITÉ DE MONTRÉAL
Faculté de droit–Jessica Asch, 12 October 2021
Housing Sovereignty keynote for Chiefs of
Ontario–Val Napoleon, October 14, 2021
What is Indigenous Legal Research and
Writing? for Legal Research and Writing,
University of Victoria Law–Jessica Asch and
Tara Williamson, October 18, 2021
Introduction to Indigenous law
implementation in Merritt”–Jessica Asch,
Simon Owen and Val Napoleon with
Deb Curran
Indigenous Administrative Law keynote
for BC Council of Administrative Tribunals–
Val Napoleon, October 28, 2021

PUBLICATIONS & MEDIA

Publications
 Jessica Asch and Christina Gray, “The Transitional Space to Learn Indigenous Law” (April 1, 2021),








online: CBABC Bar Talk www.cbabc.org/BarTalk/Articles/2021/April/Features/The-TransitionalSpace-to-Learn-Indigenous-Law and CBA/ABC National Magazine www.nationalmagazine.ca/
en-ca/articles/law/opinion/2021/the-transitional-space-to-learn-indigenous-law.
Val Napoleon, Rebecca Johnson, Debra McKenzie & V. K. Wilson, An Interrupted Intergenerational
Conversation: Indigenous Art and Societal/Cultural Expressions (Victoria: Indigenous Law Research
Unit, 2021).
Val Napoleon, Rebecca Johnson & Brooke Edmonds, What We Heard: A Report from Consultations
on the Arts and Societal/Cultural Expressions of Indigenous Peoples (Victoria: Indigenous Law
Research Unit, 2021).
Val Napoleon, Jim Henshaw, Ken Steacy, Janine Johnston & Simon Roy, Mikomosis and the Wetiko
(Victoria: Indigenous Law Research Unit, 2013) translated by Julie Depelteau and Pierrot RossTremblay in collaboration with Julie Gauthier-André, Yoan Jérôme, Kanessa Michel, Fanny Niquay,
Nikan Ottawa, Jennifer Savard, and René Lemieux in Mihkomôsis et le Wetiko (Victoria: Indigenous
Law Research Unit) [Forthcoming in December 2021].
Tara Williamson, Simon Owen, Cheyenne Arnold-Cunningham, Alex McArdle & Ellen Campbell, eds,
Nawendiwin: The Art of Being Related–Anishinaabeg Kinship-Centred Governance & Family Law
(Ontario: Niijkiwendidaa Anishnaabekwewag Services Circle, 2021)
Simon Owen, Jessica Asch, Liam McGuigan & Diana Borges, Amagyigyedm gitwaap (“Friendly
Neighbours”): Cooperation and Conflict Resolution between Nations in the Sm’algyax-Speaking
Legal Traditions (Victoria: Indigenous Law Research Unit) [Forthcoming]

Media
 “Walking a path of partnership and friendship: Five Years Later–continuing to place ourselves











in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action, Dean’s Lecture Series”, UVic
Law, November 25, 2020
“Full Fledged Tricksters: Val Napoleon and the Indigenous Law Research Unit”, RAVEN Trust,
February 4, 2021
“Conversations on Calls to Action 28–Going to School”, Canadian Bar Association: The Every
Lawyer, Mar 18, 2021
“Exploring New Vistas and Indigenous Legal Orders: A Conversation with Val Napoleon”
Appointed: A Canadian Senator Bringing Margins to the Centre, April 8, 2021
“Indigenous lawyer Val Napoleon gets UNBC honorary degree”, Alaska Highway News, April 9, 2021
“Indigenous law being steadily rebuilt in Canada, says UVic prof Val Napoleon”, Saanich News,
Victoria News, The Free Press, Black Press, May 1, 2021
“Val Napoleon wins 2021 Indspire Award for Law and Justice”, UVic News, May 20, 2021
2021 Indspire Awards, Indspire, June 22, 2021
“Revitalizing Indigenous Systems of Law in Canada”, On the Coast with Gloria Macarenko
podcast, CBC, August 3, 2021
“A Citizen’s Guide to Reconciliation”, Policy Options Politiques, August 11, 2021
“Ian Mulgrew: Fixing structural racism with Indigenous justice”, Vancouver Sun, August 19, 2021
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PEOPLE

Our Team 2020–2021
Director: V
 al Napoleon
Associate Director: R
 ebecca Johnson
Associate Director: D
 arcy Lindberg
Research Director: J essica Asch
Research Director: T ara Williamson
Senior Researcher: S imon Owen
Researcher: C
 heyenne Arnold-Cunningham
Researcher: A
 lex McArdle
Co-Researcher: L ori Groft
Coordinator: B
 rooke Edmonds
Financial and Reporting Facilitation Officer: H
 eather Chestnutt
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New Faces at ILRU
Cheyenne Arnold-Cunningham, B.A. (Philosophy), J.D.
Cheyenne is Métis with Cree and French ancestry. Her family
comes from Alberta, with Métis roots in St. Albert and Lac Ste.
Anne. Cheyenne was born and raised in Ontario. She is a law
graduate from the University of Windsor and was called to the
Ontario Bar in June 2020. She currently lives in Vancouver and
was called to the British Columbia Bar in January 2021.
Cheyenne has experience in both solicitor and litigation-based
work within Canada’s Aboriginal Law. However, her passion is
focused on better understanding and articulating Indigenous
laws and legal orders of individual and distinct communities.
She strives to decolonize and dismantle imposed colonial structures
and processes while working to protect and assert Indigenous Title
and Rights in different contexts. She hopes to get to a place where
Indigenous laws work alongside Canada’s common and civil legal
systems with equal respect and recognition.
In her spare time, Cheyenne enjoys beading and hanging out
with her dog, an English Bulldog named Duke! She is thrilled to
be part of the ILRU Team and to have the opportunity to work and
collaborate with incredible faculty and staff while also developing
strong partnerships with Indigenous peoples.

Darcy Lindberg, B.A., J.D., L.L.M., Ph.D.
Darcy Lindberg is mixed-rooted Plains Cree, with his family
coming from maskwâcîs (Samson Cree Nation) in Alberta and
the Battleford-area in Saskatchewan. He holds a BA from the
University of Alberta, and a JD, LLM and PhD from UVic. He has
taught courses at the University of Alberta on constitutional
law, Indigenous legal traditions, treaties, and Indigenous
environmental legal orders.
Darcy was called to the British Columbia and Yukon bars in
2014, and practiced in the Yukon Territory with Davis LLP.
His research focuses on nêhiyaw law, ecological governance
through Indigenous legal orders, gender and Indigenous
ceremonies, comparative approaches in nêhiyaw and Canadian
constitutionalism, and Indigenous treaty making. In 2021–22,
he will be teaching one of the field schools in the JD/JID program.
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ILRU Community Partners and Coordinators

Nicola Valley (photo: Alex McArdle)

Thank you to all the community members who participated in ILRU projects this year, and especially
to the community-based coordinators on each project:
Julianna Alexander, Tamara Archie, Marilyn Baptiste, Cynthia Barwell, Jody Beaumont, Caroline Butler,
Diane Calliou, Candace Charlie, Joanne Dennis, Tracy Lawlor, Lana Lowe, DeAnne Lythall, Crystal
McMaster, Aaron McMillan, Michelle Myers, Leslie-Ann Paige, Shawnee Pelletier, Simone Reece, Annie
Rochette, Christina Sam-Stanley, Katharina Stocker, Devan Swaine, Eva Tom, Gail Watkinson, Ardythe
Wilson, Alexandra Winton, Maryann Yarama, West Coast Environmental Law

ILRU Students
 Ellen Campbell, JD student
 Christina Joynt, JD student
 Vanessa Udy, PhD student
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 Shelby Reed, Pro-bono student
 Ben Smyth, Pro-bono student

THANK YOU TO DONORS & SUPPORTERS

“Every Child Matters” sign (Photo: Tara Williamson)

ILRU would like to acknowledge and extend our gratitude to our individual donors, Vancity, the
McConnell Foundation, and the Swift Foundation for their contributions to support the full scope
of ILRU’s work and operations. Your continued support is critical in our work to develop positive
community relationships and materials to teach about Indigenous laws in the law school and beyond.
We want to thank the University of Victoria, in particular, the Diana Priestly Library for hosting ILRU’s
offices and for their support of ILRU’s work in the law school and university.

Programming Sponsors
Vancity
McConnell Foundation
Swift Foundation
Individual Donations

Project Sponsors
Law Foundation of Ontario
Law Society of British Columbia
McConnell Foundation
NIL TU,O Child and Family Services
North Coast Skeena First Nations Stewardship Society
Real Estate Foundation of British Columbia
Scw’exmx Tribal Council
Shuswap Nation Tribal Council
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council

2020–21 in Numbers

29

communities worked with

45

workshops, presentations
and lectures

4

projects out the door
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UVic Law

uvic.ca/ilru

